PROGRESS   IN   LOST   CAUSES

was merely an instance, the Opposition did not bother itself
to look for any other definite proofs; but their hazy approach
that something was rotten in the heart of the Cabinet and
Foreign Office, met with startling response. A by-election
fought on foreign policy at East Fulham saw a Conservative
majority of 14,500 turned into a Labour majority of 4,800.
Labour also won in the municipal elections throughout the
country. The cry was that the Government were war-
mongers, and the public, it seemed, agreed.

What was Eden's attitude ? There is no doubt that this, the
first of the German crises, was a serious blow at the prestige
of his chief. His experiences at Geneva cannot have led him
to believe in the prospects of a. genuine settlement with the
Nazis. He had felt the full force of Goebbels.

The little Nuremberg lawyer is in many ways the ablest of
the German leaders. His powers of organization based on
his understanding of mass psychology make him one of the
most formidable of contemporary leaders. It is only fair to
emphasize that he has learnt nearly all he knows about propa-
ganda from Hitler himself, but by 1933 his hands were on
most of the controls. Now Goebbels has always regarded
foreign afTairs as an instrument to forge domestic unity,
and accordingly the phobias he has encouraged are, in terms
of diplomacy, extremely violent; and like Hitler he seems to
have the capacity to believe in the fictions he creates. To
Eden this man must have been the personification of all that
was most extreme and irresponsible in National Socialism.
The Opposition might gain points for a while, but how does
one arbitrate with Goebbels when Goebbels by every act and
statement rejects arbitration as a principle of State policy?

These considerations must have been at the back of Eden's
mind when in a by-election speech at Skipton he made a
brilliant effort to stem the tide of public feeling that was ris-
ing against the Government. The Labour Party he attacked
for indulging in a hysterical exaggeration of an admittedly
grave international situation, and for trying to make party
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